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Sacramento. CA 95827-3098
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FAX TRANSMISSION COVI~R SHEET

YOU SHOULD RECEIVE 4 PAGE(S), 1NC’LUDING 7HIS COVER SHEET. IF YOU DO
NOT RECEIVE ALL TI"IE I~’AU~b", PLiZAS~’ CALL (916)2&q-310.5,

Date: August 19, 1997

’1’o: Rick Woodard

Fax: 654-9780

Re: Comments on Component Report, August 1997 Draft

From: Lesli~ Orober

Thank-you for the opportunity to comment on the CALFED Water Quality Program Component
Report. I have the following genexal eommanl.q/critiques of the repurl:

1- Sources of information (p.3-!2...):
Include the Califronia Region’,d Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region
(CRWQCB,CVR) program of water quality mnnitnring for the lower San. Joaquin River and tim
Grassland Area of western Merced County. Water quality samples have been collected from
agricultural ~ralns, S JR, and ;S JR tributary sites, mid analyzed for I~C, boron, selenium,
temperature, pH, molybdenum, copier, chroadum, lead, nickel, and zinc from 1985 through tlxe
present.
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2- Table 3.4=
See page 3 and 4 of:" this FAX for CRWQC..B,CVR wafer qualitjv objectives for boron fred other
trace elements. This infromation (Table IlL I) is from tho Ware1’ Qt~alib’ Control Plan for the
CRWQCB,CVR, 3rd ed,, 1994 as revised in 1997.

EC objectives for S JR near Vemalis (Airport Way Bridge) can be obtained from the SWRCB
May, ]1995 Water Qgality Control plan.

3- 8~ction 4:
I understand that information in ttds section is currently in rough form but in ti~e final report, it’s
very important that information he. accurate. An expanded discussion of the ba,4n trotmdaries
considered for the load calculation would be helpful along with how loads are attributed to a
particular source. °l~lis information would help to explain, lbr example, lond~ ptcse.nted for TDS -
in the San .loaqnin Basin. 2.170,000 thousand ]~ounds of salt per year are altdbuted to agriculture
and only 722~500 ar~ ~mitted item the ba,~in, Does the 2,170,000 figure re.p~sent new salts
mot~|lize& or all salts estimated tt~ be discharged from agricultural soure¢o (including imported
salts). Does the value include only s~Its that reacli a surface water body (the S JR?), I understand
that ~,ou ar~ using two different approaches and that the numbers are not directly comparable, I
also appret;iate the difficulty of assembling valid data to produce such tmmbers, but witlxout
further explanation, any numt~ers presented will be oIlittle value. Spat;ill�ally, with regard to
loads presented for TDS: 722.500 thousattd pounds of salt emitted from the San Joaquin l~asin
seems very low, My rough estimates suggest that the mean annual discharge of salt from the $$R
(near Vemalis) is ~t,o~e on the order of 1,500,000 thousand pounds per year. Selenium emisslons
of 2,000 pounds per year also seems extremely low. As previously mt~ntioned the
Board h~q a large database of selenium concentration data for the S JR Basin.

Tile discussion of background loads need~ to be expanded, If, as you say, the conc~.ntrafion
seine ’metals, trace elements, salts,,,’ occur in low t;om;etttiufions, uninfluenced by human
aclivities, is it appropriate to attribute such loads to human activities7 Loads attributed to such
activities would be of limited value bex:ause lhe background component is unknown. Futther, if
such load numbers arc presented, a disclaimer that addresses background loads should appear
the tables tlaemselves so that ~e nun~bet~ are not ustxl out o£

Whttt is the difference between TDS and Salt a.~ li.~te~ under ~1 ht~r p:~rnmeters of concern?

~. Set:ilon 7~
contributed to extensive comments on this section that were subntttted to you t~y Gail

EPA. I understand tl~,~t, to date, not all comments have been addrcs~:d in this draft.

Please call me at 25t/-3015 ityou have any questions regardit~, tlte~e comments. Jermld Bruns
of our Standards, Policies, and Special Studies unit will also be providing comments on tlxe draft
eompnnent report.

D--033976
D-033976


